Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue Organisation Charity Reg. No. 502442
Introduction
Thank for your application for joining Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue Organisation. Please complete this form and return it to:
Training Officer
Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue Organisation
Bryn Poeth
Capel Curig
CONWY
LL24 OEU
What happens next?
The process of joining the team starts with you completing and submitting the application form. The form is presented to the Committee for review. They will make an assessment of the information you have provided including your mountaineering skills and qualifications. In addition your availability for callouts (both from a time aspect and a travel distance perspective) will be examined. 
The assessment of your application is usually followed by an invitation to attend an initial hill day. This will be conducted by a couple of team members who will take you out in to the hills. We are aiming to gain an understanding of your mountaineering abilities. As a general principle we would not expect to train you in mountaineering skills, the team's training programme aims to provide the search and rescue skills required to assist in an operation.
The format of the day typically includes an introduction to the team and its operations base. You then will spend several hours on the hill where climbing skills, rope handling skills, navigation skills, local awareness and general mountaineering skills will be examined.
The skill levels required are typically those associated with people who hold MLC (S) and are happy to move on rock at up to V Diff standard.
At the end of the initial hill day your performance will be reviewed and you will receive one of three recommendations:
Fall:
This will be awarded if the candidate significantly falls below the standards required for team membership.
Defer:
This will be awarded if the candidate has one or two weak areas that they could remedy with additional experience. The candidate should be invited to return for a further initial hill day at least 12 months later where they can demonstrate an improvement in their skills.
Recommended for Probationary Membership
The candidate demonstrated a good skill level in all the areas expected for team membership. They are recommended to proceed to start team training.
Training Process
The training process typically extends from 1 year to 18 months. Training events are usually organised for the first Sunday of each month. As a probationary member your attendance at training events is usually required.
You will be issued a training log, which you are expected to work through and complete as much as possible during your probationary period. The training log records that you have experienced various skills that are essential for you to function as a member of the rescue team.
A review of your training will occur midway through the training period. This will aim to highlight further training needs.

Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue Organisation Charity Reg. No. 502442
At about 12-18 months points you should consider making an application to the committee to under go a final hill day. The final hill day aims to test what SAR skills you have learnt. If successful full team membership will be awarded.
What to expect as a team member.
As a probationer you will be expected to attend callouts. In general the role you play will be dependent on your knowledge, availability and how well you know other team members. A lot of mountain rescue is in a support role, be prepared to help out in and around the base as well as carrying loads in the hills. Flexibility and a willingness to help will go a long way to helping you integrate into the team.
Unfortunately we have to deal with some tragic accidents, including fatalities. These can be a personal challenge. For many people this is their first experiences of dealing with death and can be relatively stressful.
You will also be privileged to information at times that may be of a sensitive nature, you should be aware that this may place a duty of confidentiality on you.
However, if you do have any questions then any team member will be able to assist.
About the Team

The team has about 50 team members and responds to 50-60 incidents per year. There are 6 team leaders who are responsible for the conduct of any operation. We have a number of team members who are trained up to an advanced first aid level.
Technical rescue skills are taught to all members but we have a number of people who are operate at a very high skill level in this area. Other skills contained within the team include swift water rescue skills and search management. Several team members are active with the Search and Rescue Dog's Association.
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Initial Hill Day Assessment
Guidance for the Candidate
These notes aim to provide some assistance to you as a candidate on what is involved when you attend an initial hill day with the rescue team.
Candidate Profile
Before attending the initial hill day assessment you should have a general mountaineering background and be active in the mountains. Ideally you should be able to lead multi pitch rock climbs at V Diff standard whilst wearing a rucksack, be able to handle a rope and place rock gear for your own protection.
The Assessment Process
The assessment process is design to allow the team to see your mountaineering skills and to determine how you would fit into the team, your availability and commitment. It is conducted as a day out on the hill and usually starts from Oggi Base at about 10:30. The Training Officer will advised you of the date. A typical assessment day will involve an introduction to the Team and Oggi Base, to show you where we are and what we do. Then you will go out on to the hill where you will be expected to lead a multi-pitch rock climb and then do some navigation. At some point in the day you will probably be asked to go on to some steep and broken ground and demonstrate how you cope and move in that sort of terrain.
After returning to Oggi Base the team members assessing you may wish to conduct an interview and examine any documentation that you have brought along.
Once this is complete the team members will conduct the formal appraisal of the all the candidates and then invite you in to receive the results.
Prior Accreditation
It is appreciated that some candidates will have some prior qualifications before attending the initial hill day. The following exemptions are allowed but the candidates will be required to bring their certification to the hill day:
	Initial Hill Day Subject
	Certificate Level Required for Exemption

	Rock Skills/Rope work
	MIA and MIC

	Winter skills / winter belay construction
	MIC


SPA/ML qualified candidates will still be required to demonstrate all skills.
Please bring along any logbooks you currently hold, these demonstrate your range of experience and will assist the assessors in their task. You may be under going your initial hill day with other candidates who are not exempt from these assessments and you would be expected to support this activity.
First Aid Certificate
If you hold a valid first aid certificate please bring this along with you.
Results of the Initial Hill Day
There are three possible out comes of the initial hill day;
A pass: you will be invited to attend further training with a view to becoming a full team member.
A deferment recommended when it is felt that the candidate demonstrates some potential to successfully join the team but should broaden/improve their mountaineering skills. A period after which the candidate should re-apply should be given
A fail: given to candidates who do not attain the standards or criteria or has other special circumstances that preclude them from joining OVMRO.
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Application for Trainee Membership
Surname:
First Names:

Attach Photo
Date of Birth:
Home Address

Work Address
Postcode:
Home Tel:
Mobile:
e-mail:
Main Contact number:

Postcode: Work Tel: e-mail:
Availability: Are you available for operations:
Weekends:

Yes / No

Workdays 18:00-07:00 Yes / No

Workdays 07:00-18:00 Yes / No
Give Brief Details of:

(Continue on separate sheet if required)
British Summer Climbing/Mountaineering
British Winter Climbing/Mountaineering
Climbing/Mountaineering outside the UK
Mountain Rescue Experience
First Aid Certificate

Date awarded:
MLC (S) /(W):

MIA/MIC:

Other:
DECLARATION:
I wish to be considered for membership of Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue Organisation and I recognise that there may be occasions when the work may involve a danger to participants. I also recognise that the Organisation cannot be held responsible for any injury or financial loss resulting from participating in its work. I understand that I am required to satisfactorily complete the training programme.
Signed:

Date:
CONFIDENTIAL (When complete)
